EAST CAMBERWELL ... 
A CHANGING FACE 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


A constant source of amusement for suburban travellers 
is to see their train arrive with the driver and even the 
guard at times, wearing earmuffs. The reason they wear 
them is not because of cold ears but to try to overcome 
the loud wheel to rail noise that enters the driving com- 
partment. 

The writer recently paced a Comeng set that left Tot- 
tenham on the Down bound for St. Albans. As the speed 
increased he found it very hard to hear the radio in his 
car even though all the windows were closed. When max- 
imum speed was reached the window was wound down a 
few inches and the radio could not be heard at all even 
though it was on reasonably loud. 

The problem seems to be the way the wheels are turned 
as new or recently overhauled bogies seem a lot quieter 
than older ones. Perhaps the railways could get advice 
from the tramways as most trams are very quiet, even 
when going through junctions or intersections. 
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Opposite above: East Camberwell station from the Up 
end. Sun.25.7.71. 


Opposite below: A Down Lilydale express runs during 
the evening peak. Fri.6.1.84. (Both photos Harry 
Williams) 
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Down the Ingliston Bank 


The Ingliston Bank was probably held in awe as much 
for the problems of getting trains DOWN the bank as 
for getting them UP. 

It may therefore be of interest to have a look at the 
safeworking provisions which have been formulated 
over the years. 

The Diagram A shown here from the 1927 Grade 
Book, and the sketch map of the area in B show how 
the line drops down from Parwan into Bacchus Marsh 
and then takes a big loop in order to gain height for the 
exit from the valley. 

When the line was completed to Bacchus Marsh on 
16.2.1887, the only system of working single lines in 
Victoria, main or otherwise, was by staff and ticket. In 
staff and ticket working, if the signalman has the staff, 
and has received the train arrival message for a pre- 
vious train, then he can send the train he has. In the 
case of Bacchus Marsh, however, there was not only 
the steep falling grade for trains arriving there, but in 
1889, there were almost certainly construction trains 
working in the station, in connection with the building 
of the line to Ballan. 

Therefore, a Morse telegraph block arrangement 
was brought into use between Melton and Bacchus 
Marsh, (then the adjoining staff stations) whereby 
Melton was obliged to hold a train going to Bacchus 
Marsh, even after the two previous conditions were 
fulfilled, until Bacchus Marsh had granted Melton 
“‘Line Clear’’ on the morse. Bacchus Marsh, of course, 
would not do so until he had his station fit for the 
arriving train, and he would keep the station in that 
condition until the train arrived. 

A little before the opening of the line between Bac- 
chus Marsh and Ballan, Parwan was re-opened as a 
staff and ticket station, (on 7.8.1889), and I suppose 
the request for line clear would from that time have 
been sent by Parwan. On 5.9.1889, Winters Block 
Instruments (the VR Standard then and now) were 
provided between Parwan and Bacchus Marsh. When 
the ‘‘Direct Line’? was completed (on 4.12.1889), 
Rowsley and Ingliston both became staff and ticket sta- 
tions and Winters Block Instruments were provided on 
these two new sections. Despite the facilities provided 
at Rowsley, I have only ever seen one WTT with a 
crossing tabled there. Right from the start, I would 
imagine, Bacchus Marsh was instructed not to accept 
trains from both sides at the same time. 

While Rowsley was a staff station and block post, no 
great difficulties would have been experienced holding 
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at Parwan or Rowsley, one of the two trains intended 
to be crossed at Bacchus Marsh, until the other had 
safely negotiated the falling grade and come to a rest in 
Bacchus Marsh station. 

The first WIT which shows trains on the completed 
“Direct Line”’ is dated 17.3.1890. Until that time, local 
services operated from each end, in it the 11.40 am 
Down and the 11 am Up Ballarat passenger trains were 
timed to meet at Bacchus Marsh. The Down left Par- 
wan at 12.46 pm and arrived at Bacchus Marsh at 
12.53. The Up had left Ingliston at 12.22 but by the 
time it was due to leave Rowsley at 12.59, the Down 
was Clear in the platform at Bacchus Marsh. Graph C | 
shows that only one train was approaching Bacchus 
Marsh at the same time. 

However, Rowsley was closed as a staff station and 
block post on 17.11.1893, which isn’t all that surpris- 
ing, as it must have been an expensive sinecure, where 
the signal porter would have been bored stiff in bet- | 
ween the few trains and even fewer passengers and 
goods consignments. (It was intended to close the 
place entirely in 1898, but it lasted until 1955.) 

After Rowsley was closed for train working, Bacchus 
Marsh was still prohibited from accepting trains from 
both sides at once, but now the staff station and block 
post on the Down side was Ingliston which was 26 
minutes away for the express and 36 or more for a 
stopping train. 

It is obvious that over the next 40 years, the time 
table compilers ensured that at least on paper Up trains 
arrived first, and they waited for the relatively short 
time the Down train took to come over from Parwan. 
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Yet I am sure there must have been many occasions 
when trains ran late, and enormous delays were caused 
when Down trains arrived at Parwan or Bacchus Marsh 
first, and waited while Up trains traversed the long sec- 
tion from Ingliston. 


For instance, the WIT of 21.5.1894 shows that the 
Down morning passenger train and the Up Express 
crossed at Parwan, but there was a conditional timing 
for a ‘Second Division of Express’? running about a 
block section behind the First Division. You will notice 
in Graph D that the Second Division waited at 
Ingliston until the First Division had left Bacchus 
Marsh. Then the Down passenger had to wait at Par- 
wan until the Second Division had arrived at Bacchus 
Marsh, before it could run down the hill to meet it. 

In the WITT of 2.7.1894, there is a note saying ‘‘For 
instructions re Working of Block at Rowsley see 
A1272/94’’. If you should come across a copy of this 
circular, (at Windsor, for instance), please let me 
know, although I can guess from later information 
what it contained. 


The division of Australia into Time Zones with even 
hours ahead of Greenwich instead of local times based 
on the longitudes of capitals, took place on 1.2.1895. 

Whereas previously the time difference at Ser- 
viceton had been, for practical purposes, 25 minutes, 
the new difference was an even hour. This affected the 
whole of the Western main line, where trains had 
meeting points and connections with the Adelaide 
Expresses and a new WITT resulted. 


The WITT of 17.12.1894 had shown the Up Express 
at Bacchus Marsh from 8.17 to 8.27 am to meet the 
Down mixed, due at 8.27 (see Graph E). The public 
book for 1.2.1895 by contrast showed that the Express 
was timed at Bacchus Marsh from 8.47 to 8.57. As the 
Express would then have needed to leave Ingliston at 
8.26, (and as the mixed might very well run late), 
Rowsley was opened as a Block Post as described 
below, so that the Express would not have to wait at 
Ingliston until the Parwan-Bacchus Marsh section was 
clear (see Graph F). 
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After 7.7.1894, of course, we stand a greater chance 
of finding out what was going on, because the Weekly 
Notice had started. In the issue 31 of 1895, dated Mon- 
day 4.2.1895, we see that ‘‘On and after lst February, 
1895, the Up Adelaide Express and the 6.50 am Mixed 
will cross at Bacchus Marsh. To effect this, the Block 
Section Bacchus Marsh and Ingliston will be divided 
from 7.30 am till the arrival of the Up Adelaide 
Express at Bacchus Marsh daily. 

A competent man is to switch in Rowsley as per 
““Switching”’ Instructions and bring all semaphore sig- 
nals into use until the ‘Train Arrival” signal has been 
received from Bacchus Marsh for the Adelaide 
Express, after which the Block Instruments may be 
switched out and the signals placed at ‘‘All Right”’. The 
Up Express must not leave Rowsley till the Down 
Mixed is at rest on No.2 Line at Bacchus Marsh, clear 
of No.1. Line Clear may then be given to Rowsley and 
the Up Express brought into No.1. All Guards and 
Drivers to note that Semaphore Signals at Rowsley 
must be strictly observed. 

(The interlocking and the six signals at Rowsley 
were not removed from Rowsley until the place was 
staff locked in 1898.) 

This 1.2.1895 Instruction lasted only 3 weeks 
because the 6.50 am Bacchus Mixed then became the 7 
am Down Ballarat Mixed. The new Instructions 
appeared in WN35. Rowsley was still opened as a block 
post from 7.30 am each day, but because the Down 
was now a through train, the Up Express had to be 
held at Rowsley until the Down Mixed was at a stand 
“fon No.1 Line’’ at Bacchus Marsh. While it was there, 
the Up Express was to be brought down, run through 
the station on No.2 road (the straight) and backed into 
No.1, the Platform Road onto the rear of the Mixed. 
Bacchus Marsh was listed in the 1898 General Appen- 
dix (and still is in the 1979 version) as one of the single 
line crossing stations where the first train to arrive 
could remain at the platform, and the second train 
could run through ‘‘the middle road”’ and then back 
onto the first train. Signal Diagram 27/19 which was 
issued in 1919 shows that the station had altered little 
since 1890 (see illustration). 


— DIAGRAM N’2719. —— 


—— At present in use: 
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% UP PASSENGER WAITS AT INGLISTON 
UNTIL, B27 ON SATURDAYS - 


We must remember, too, that at this time, a train 
was the fastest way of getting from A to B, and any- 
way, Bacchus Marsh was a Refreshment station, and 
no doubt the bar would have been open. Waiting for 
Line Clear then might not have been all that much of a 
strain on the passengers’ patience. 

The 1896 WTT continued to show that the timings 
and the block arrangements were much the same, and 
the question which might have been exercising the 
minds of the rule-makers then could well have been, 
“What will we do when the electric staff replaces the 
staff and ticket?’’ (Although this installation took 
place between Braybrook Junction and Warrenheip on 
22 and 23.7.1898, it had already been shown in the 
General Appendix dated 1.7.1898.) 

The 1898 GA showed also that Bacchus Marsh was 
an exception to the 1898 Rule 171, in that on both Up 
and Down journeys, it had to have a clear line through 
the station before giving ‘‘Line Clear’”’ and was not to 
allow this line to be fouled until the train arrived. In no 
case could ‘‘Line Clear”’ be given for trains to approach 
Bacchus Marsh from opposite directions at the same 
time. No mention was made of Rowsley being a block 
post to assist Bacchus Marsh in accepting crossing 
trains. The 1901 WITT shows that the Up Express was 
at Bacchus Marsh from 8.50 am to 9 am while the 
Down passenger train passed Parwan at 8.53 and stop- 
ped at Bacchus Marsh from 9 am until 9.10, timings 
which avoided the need for Rowsley to be opened. The 
same WTT shows that there were two Down Ballarat 
passenger train schedules in the evening. On Saturdays 
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Excepted, there was the 6.15 pm and on Saturdays 
Only there was the 7.15 pm. These two trains met the 
7.10 pm Up Ballarat at Ingliston and Bacchus Marsh 
respectively (as shown in Graph G). 

The Saturdays Excepted train waited at Bacchus 
Marsh from 7.30 pm to 7.45 which looks like a refresh- 
ment stop, after which it waited at Ingliston from 8.20 
until 8.25 to cross the Up. 

The Saturdays Only train however, arrived at Bac- 
chus Marsh at 8.27 pm and waited 23 minutes while 
the 7.10 Up, timed at Ingliston from 8.25 to 8.27, came 
down the hill. It is obvious from these two crossings 
that the luxury of a regular signalman at Rowsley was 
considered unwarranted, although it certainly would 
have made crossings at Bacchus Marsh easier to 
arrange. 

Another event in 1901 was the Royal Visit, when 
the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York per- 
sonally brought here the paper work for the new Com- 
monwealth. During their visit, a then unprecedented 
number of trains were run from and to almost every- 
where in Victoria. 

On Monday 13th May 1901, Ballarat had its big day, 
when the Duke and Duchess went there via Geelong 
and returned via Bacchus Marsh. 

The Governor-General’s horses and landau had to 
be taken to and returned from Ballarat (by train of 
course, how else?) for the Duke and Duchess’s tour of 
the city. On the return journey, the landau train was 
due to leave Ballarat at 5 pm after the shivoo. The tim- 
ings are taken from the circular S1464/01 and show 
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that the train was due to leave Ingliston at 6.20 pm and 
wait at Bacchus Marsh from 6.40 pm to 6.55, to cross 
No.17. 

No.17 was the Down Adelaide Express usually due 
out of Spencer Street at 4.40 pm, but amended on this 
day (according to the circular S1466/01) to leave at 5 
pm and to cross the Pilot Engine and the Royal Train at 
Deer Park. After passing Parwan where a time was not 
shown, probably 6.20 pm, the Express was timed to be 
at Bacchus Marsh from 6.27 to 6.40. This is shown in 
Graph H. These two trains were therefore timed to be 
approaching Bacchus Marsh at the same time, and I 
suppose that Rowsley was there for block purposes. It 
got a mention along with Bank Box in the circular 

| A1333/01 as being a telegraph block post for all trains 

from 6.5.1901 until 22.5.1901, but the circular itself 
hasn’t survived, and so the details are unknown. 
Rowsley is easy to understand, but what Bank Box’s 
function was eludes me. 

There were instructions about Bacchus Marsh and 
Rowsley in the 1908 General Appendix, but there are 
some odd bits in the latter, and it was hastily amended 
in Weekly Notice 33 of 1908 and again in Weekly 
Notice 34. 

The essential details follows: 


Bacchus Marsh (1908 GA) 

_1. Before giving permission for a train to approach in 
either direction, there must be a clear Line to the 
Down Home Signal for Up trains, and to the Up 
Home Signal for Down trains. 

2. Except as shown in Clause 3, trains must not be 
allowed to approach from the Station on each side 

| at the same time. 

3. Permission may be given for a light engine to 
approach from Ingliston or Rowsley (when 
Rowsley is a temporary Block Post), at the same 
time as a Down train is running from Parwan. 


Rowsley (Weekly Notice 34 of 1908) 

1. Messages will be sent on the Morse telegraph, as 

follows: 
Is Line Clear? 
Line is Clear. 
Train Departure. 
Train Arrival. 

At Rowsley, the line must not be considered clear, 
nor must a train be allowed to approach from Ingliston 
until the Signalman at Bacchus Marsh has advised that 
the preceding train has arrived. (Wouldn’t the electric 
staff procedure have done this?) 

2. The Signalman at Rowsley must, in the event of 
“Tine Clear’? not being obtained from Bacchus 
Marsh, exhibit a Red Hand Signal and place three 
detonators on the line, and must not remove the 
detonators or exhibit a Green Hand Signal until the 
“Is Line Clear’’ has been accepted by Bacchus 
Marsh. (Rowsley was given an Up and a Down 

| home signal in 1912.) 

/3. The Ingliston-Bacchus Marsh electric staff is at 

these times subject to the block at Rowsley, which 

must not be passed except with a Green Hand Sig- 
nal. 

4. Every Up train must be warned when Rowsley is 
open. 

5. The Signalman at Bacchus Marsh may give permis- 
sion to Parwan to obtain a Staff if necessary, when 
Ingliston has a Staff out of the instrument for any 
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train for which Rowsley is a Block Post, but if a 
Down train is approaching Bacchus Marsh, Bac- 
chus Marsh must not give Line Clear to Rowsley 
until the Down Train has arrived. 


The interesting thing about this instruction is the 

footnote: ‘‘The above instruction ... will be in force 
from 29th August to the 12th September inclusive 
(Sundays excepted) — the date of the Visit of the 
American Fleet. 
The instructions were reprinted in the successive 
General Appendices 1913, 1919 and 1928 with little 
alteration, but if they were used, occasions were rare 
and I have found no occasions in regular time tables 
when it was necessary for Rowsley to be open. Around 
October 1935, the timetable of the Petrol Electric 
railmotor which had been running for some time bet- 
ween Bacchus Marsh and Spencer St, was altered and 
one journey left Spencer St at 6.12 pm. I regard this as 
the beginning of the Bacchus Marsh commuter trains. 
It caused a review of the block rules, as the railmotor 
was timed to arrive at Bacchus Marsh while the Up 
Dimboola passenger was in the section between 
Ingliston and Bacchus Marsh. 

Weekly Notice 40 of 1935 gives the details. 

Basically, Bacchus Marsh could accept trains from 
both sides at the same time, provided the Down train 
arrived in No.2, the straight road, and the Up train 
arrived in No.l, the platform road. However, if a 
Down train required to arrive in the platform road, an 
Up train could not be accepted from Ingliston (or 
Rowsley, if open), until the Down train came to a 
stand in the platform. (Messages had no longer to be 
sent in Morse ...) 

I travelled on No.34 and its predecessors several 
times before WW2, and recall looking for the Green 
(or Red) Hand Signal at Rowsley. In 1939 the PE was 
due into Bacchus Marsh at 7.22, and the Up passenger 
was due through Rowsley at 7.28, so there wasn’t 
much time to spare. The Up passenger then waited in 
the platform road at Bacchus Marsh from 7.37 to 7.50, 
while the Overland with its 2 A2s thrashed through on 
the auto at 7.48. It was usually quite an exciting few 
minutes. Because the passenger came into the platform 
road, (No.1) and the Overland was signalled through 
the straight (No.2), there was no restriction on these 
two trains being accepted by Bacchus Marsh at the 
same time. 

Graph 1 is drawn from the WTT dated 23.1.1936, 
when the Overland left Spencer St at 6.45 pm but apart 
from times, the pattern of trains remained much the 
same over the next 10 years. 

After WW2, there were better brakes, or perhaps 
more confidence in them, and as a result, some more 
of the restrictions were removed. Weekly Notice 45 of 
1949 shows that only when goods trains were double- 
headed was double acceptance prohibited. 


OG CONTINUED ON PAGE 286. 
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D2604 in storage at APM Maryvale sometime after 1958. (APM) 
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By V/Line to Maryvale 


On the 30th May, 1984 Australian Paper Manufac- 
turers Limited officially opened its new Pine Kraft Pulp 
Mill at Maryvale in the Latrobe Valley. 

APM spent $160 million on building the new pulp 
mill and associated equipment which is capable of pro- 
ducing 140,000 tonnes of pulp per annum. This was 
the largest single private industry capital investment 
made in Victoria for many years and considerable 
effort was put into making the official opening a sig- 
nificant event. 

In conjunction with the opening a special train was 
run from Melbourne to Maryvale to convey the APM 
Board members and many of the invited guests to the 
mill. 

The special train was timed to leave Spencer St (plat- 
form 8) at 08 05 and ran express to Moe then stopped 
at Hernes Oak for a cross and Morwell to change locos. 
The special was timed to arrive at Maryvale Mill at 
10 45. 

The consist was PCO No.1, Club Car No.1, 16BN, 
37BRN, 39ACN, loco. The loco from Melbourne to 
Morwell and return was L1171. The loco from Morwell 
to Maryvale Mill and return was Y175 (former VR 
commissioners’ engine). Maximum speed on the 
APM private line was 30 km/h and a safeworking 
inspector rode on the loco between Morwell and 
Maryvale Mill. 

The return timings were; depart Maryvale Mill 
13 55, stop at Morwell to change locos then express to 
Spencer St arriving at 16 36. 

The only other passenger train to visit Maryvale Mill 
was early in 1956 when a Royal Train conveying the 
Duke of Edinburgh brought the Duke to the mill for a 
tour of inspection. 
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The APM Maryvale Mill has had an association with 
railways since construction of the mill began. The pri- 
vate line from the exchange sidings was constructed in 
the very early stages of developments on the site in 
1939-40 and since then the mill rail system has played 
an important role in the delivery of raw materials and 
despatch of finished product. 

When the first paper making machine was con- 
structed it was completed before the power boiler, 
being erected to supply steam, was completed. As a 
stop gap measure APM obtained five redundant D 
class locos from the VR and lined them up beside the 
paper machine. Having connected a steam line from 
each loco to the steam supply main of the paper 
machine and rigged up a common smoke flue along 
the top of the engines, these locos supplied steam to 
the paper machine to run it until the power boiler was 
commissioned. 

For Shunting the mill sidings and running transfer 
trips to the exchange sidings APM Maryvale have used 
a variety of motive power over the years. 

The first locos used were a D1 class No.552, 
purchased from the Victorian railways in 1941, and a 
tiny 0-4-0 diesel mechanical shunting loco manufac- 
tured by Malcolm Moore in Melbourne. 

In 1951 APM purchased two 50 tonne, 0-4-4-0 
wheel arrangement diesel electric locos from the Whit- 
comb Locomotive Company of Rochelle, Illinois, USA 
for use at Maryvale. Their serial numbers are 61108 
and 61109. 

These diesel electric locos were purchased to handle 
the ever increasing tonnage of materials being handled 
in and out of the mill by rail that was now beyond the 
ageing D1 loco and the small Malcolm Moore shunter. 


Y175 with the special on the private APM line passes pine plantations approaching Maryvale on Wed.30.5.84. 
(John Dare) 


These Whitcomb locos were originally fitted with 
two Hercules diesel engines delivery 160 hp and 1800 
rpm to each of the generators. Each loco bogie has one 
axle mounted traction motor and originally had a chain 
drive between fhe driven and non driven bogie axles. 

The chain drive arrangement provide quite troub- 
lesome and had an unpleasant habit of jumping off the 
drive spockets when under power. To ensure con- 
tinuity of motive power availability APM purchased 
D2 604 (now preserved at ARHS Museum Williams- 
town) as a standby loco for when one or other of the 
Whitcomb locos decided on having a holiday. 

The problem with drive chains was overcome in 
1958/59 by fitting external side rods to transmit power 
between driven and non driven axles. 

In more recent times the Hercules diesel engines 
were replaced with GM - Detroit 6-71 engines because 


of their greater realiability and improved spare parts 
supply. 

The Whitcomb locos are rated to haul 1350 tonnes 
on the level (continuous rating); 350 tonnes on a 1 in 
100 grade (continuous) and 184 tonnes on a 1 in 50 
grade (continuous). Their maximum speed is 20 mph. 

Both of the Whitcomb locos are in service at 
Maryvale today, one generally out working and one 
undergoing routine maintenance or overhaul. One loco 
can handle all the work in the mill in the two shifts per 
day. 

The Whitcomb locos make an impressive sight as 
they drag a long rake of bogies full of paper out of the 
mill towards the exchange sidings; whistle blasting to 
warn workers, engines in full throttle and side rods 
thrashing up and down, often in a blur as traction is 
lost on wet rails. 


Two scenes of Y175 and the Whitcomb locos at Maryvale. 
(John Dare) 


Opposite page: In 1956, L1150 is towed by T342 at Maryvale. | 
(V/Line M4787) | 
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WARBUR TON Above: Y116 at Warburton on a Down goods. 8.12.64. 


(R Lilburn) 


LINE Opposite: K104 hauls a mixture of cars into Warburton in 


1938. (W H Ellis) 


Below: An Up goods shunts Yarra Junction in a busy yard. 
AC : TION Note narrow gauge track in foreground. (R Jackson) 


_ Junction} 
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An A Class Run 


How good is an A class — the rejuvenated tur- 
bocharged former B class? Its not at all bad, if my run 
to Seymour on Saturday evening 21st July is any cri- 
terion. That night A77 had five cars on, and stopped to 
entrain an Albury bound party at Broadmeadows. 
Acceleration from the three suburban checks was 
lightning fast, after a stand at Franklin St Box, we were 
only nine seconds late passing Essendon. A track repair 
check at Jacana caused us to be 54 seconds down on 
arrival at Broadmeadows on the 19 minutes schedule 
to pass there. 

But even better lay ahead! Somerton (3 miles) was 
passed in 3 min 57 sec, and accelerating still, 
Craigieburn precisely 3 min later. 4% miles on to Don- 
nybrook took 4 min 18 sec, then we flew up the 1 in 50 
to Beveridge at just under 60 mph! 

An even time arrival at Seymour looked more possi- 
ble with each section — 48 seconds outside at Wallan, 
46 at Heathcote Junction, 21 at Kilmore East, 4 
seconds inside even time passing Broadford and 45 
seconds inside at Tallarook. It was not to be, however, 
but only by a mere 15 seconds, and we came to a stand 
at Seymour in 51 minutes precisely for the 5034 miles 
from the start at Broadmeadows. 

The fireworks continued north from Seymour — 
Mangalore 674 miles in 7 mins 6 secs, and we stopped 
at Avenel in 11 min 45 secs for the 1034 miles ex 
Seymour. 

It took some 8 miles beyond Avenel to be inside 
even time from the start — we crashed through Long- 


PETER BARRY 


wood (12% miles) in 22 min 38 secs — naturally on the | 
Automatic Staff Exchanger. The final 9 miles to the | 


stop at Euroa were reeled off in 9 min 19 secs or 20 


min 57 secs for the 2134 miles from the start at Avenel. — 
The progress thence to Benalla was more sedate, | 


being just outside even time for the two sections. 


Today’s schedules demand such performance, and — 
certainly A77 and her crews were masters of their task | 
that night as they thundered northward. The log is | 


shown below. 


Miles Actual 
Station (from start) Schedule (min/sec) 
Spencer St 0 0 0.00 
Broadmeadows 

10% 19 To (Pass) 19.54 
Somerton 
Box 3% 3.57 
Craigieburn 534 7 Ex (Pass) 6.57 
Donnybrook 1014 12 11.15 
Beveridge 15% 17 16.32 
Wallan 19 21 19.48 
Heathcote 
Junction 22% 25 23.31 
Wandong 22% 26 24.31 
Kilmore East 29 31 29.21 
Broadford 3614 38 36.11 
Tallarook 4515 47 44.15 
Dysart 47.08 
Seymour 50% 55 51.00 


A71 arrives at Wangaratta on a Down pass. to Albury on Wed.30.5.84. (Russell Joyce) 
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Above: B66 on its delivery trip at Enfield yard in 1954 as two 


THE B CLA SS 40 class look on. (K T Groves) 


1954- 1984 Below: B81 on a Down Royal Train special (16 SAR side- 
loaders and van) to Bendigo. (Late Rev L Marshall Wood) 
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B84 and an N car set at the Apex siding at Kilmore East. Sidings were used to run around the cars after filming a 
promotional advertisement. 13.9.83. (V/Line 83/4293) 


C508 hauls the shell of B79 towards Ballan on the Down 1400 Adelaide goods on Sun.25.7.84. (Graham Withers) 
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General News 


SE OUNE THE SYSTEM 
* In accordance with the Government’s decision to 
redevelop the Jolimont yards area, Mr David 
Schultz, Manager — Civil Construction, MetRail, 
has been appointed as Project Manager for stage 1 of 
the scheme which includes the establishment of 
train maintenance and stabling facilities at Epping. 

* Altona-Laverton Link — earthworks are progressing 
along the track reserve and work has commenced on 
a new Station at Westona to serve the growing 
population in that area. The new line is expected to 
be completed by the end of December this year and 
commissioned on 6 January, 1985. 

* Timetable preparation for the opening in January, 
1985, of the Northern Loop and the Altona-Laver- 
ton service is progressing satisfactorily. 

* The replacement of flashing lights by boom barriers 
is nearing completion at level-crossings at Dan- 
denong, St. Albans and Merlynston. 

* Work has commenced on a three-year program to 
upgrade the overhead traction wire in the 
metropolitan area. 

* 650 existing wooden poles supporting the overhead 
will be replaced with steel poles as part of the 
rehabilitation program. 

* Duplicate track between Ringwood and Croydon 
was commissioned on 2nd July, 1984 and work is 
progressing on the provision of automatic power sig- 
nalling between Mooroolbark and Lilydale 

* Reconstruction of various bridges throughout the 
metropolitan area at a cost of $4m is continuing. 

* Delivery of the new Comeng suburban trains is on 
schedule and a total of 38 are now operating in 
MetRail. 

* The existing passenger counting equipment on bar- 
riers at all city stations is beiig replaced. Work has 
already commenced on re-fitting the suburban bar- 
riers at Spencer St station and should be completed 
towards the end of July. Orders have been placed for 
the supply of new counting equipment at the other 
major city stations and it is expected that it will be 
installed by December this year. 

* First full-time class of Station Officers commenced 
on 9.7.84 with twelve candidates mainly from Sta- 
tion Assistant and Signal Assistant grades. 

* The new remodelled Swanston Street booking office 
at Flinders Street Station was brought into use on 
24.6.84. 


Grain handling improvements: After 50 years of neg- 
lect, V/Line inherited a rail system that had been 
allowed to run down, Victorian Farmers and Graziers 
Association representative on the V/Line board, Mr S 
Pickering, said recently. 

Funds had not been set aside for re-investment and, 
in consequence, new capital equipment required 
Government funding. This is why the Transport Act 
requires us to make a positive return on our new 
capital assets, and why fares and rates have recently 
risen by more than the rate of inflation said Mr Picker- 
ing. 

Fifty bottom-hopper bogie wagons entered the 
wagon fleet before last harvest; a further 100 will be 
constructed between now and the end of 1984. By the 


SEPTEMBER 1984 


coming harvest, the grain wagon fleet would consist of 
544 bogie wagons and because of their much larger 
capacity and faster turnround, would be an enormous 
increase in locomotive productivity. The same is true 
of bogie wagons which, as a result of the Central 
Receival System (CRP) and the Loop facility at 
Geelong, achieved five or six times the productivity of 
four-wheel wagons. 

Fifteen new G class locomotives with a 3300 hp rat- 
ing were on order for freight traffic and 10 new N class 
locomotives with a 2500 hp rating were also on order 
for passenger services. These would be coming into 
service progressively. The bottom line is that more 
power will be at V/Lines disposal this coming harvest 
aa efficient train operations should result. 

I 


Outer Circle railway scrubbed: The Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Board has contributed $8,000 as job crea- 
tion towards the establishment of an urban forest of 
three hectares of land along the disused Outer Circle 
Railway between Waverley Rd and Dandenong Rd, 
Malvern. Already more than 1200 trees have been 
planted. A urban forest is a tract of city land planted, 
like a forest, with native trees designed and maintained 
for its aesthetic and recreational value. 

The Outer Circle Railway of 152 km branched off 
the Gippsland line near Oakleigh and terminated at 
Fairfield Park on the Heidelberg line. On March 24, 
1890 the Burnley to Waverley Road line, and that por- 
tion of the Outer Circle Railway from Waverley Rd to 
Oakleigh was opened for traffic. Stations from Burnley 
included Richmond Park, Heyington, North Malvern, 
Tooronga, Gardiner, Glen Iris, Waverley Road, Oak- 
leigh. Passenger service between Camberwell, 
Waverley Road and Oakleigh commenced on May 30, 
1890 with stations at Riversdale, Hartwell and Nor- 
wood (renamed Ashburton on December 12, 1890). 
The final section of the Outer Circle Railway was 
opened on March 24, 1891 between Riversdale and 
Fairfield Park with stations at Shenley, Deepdene, East 
Kew, Willsmere and Fulham Grange. There were no 
through services, only separate dead-end shuttle trips. 
Patronage was meagre, losses high during a severe 
financial depression. The OCR had a short initial life. 
Closures began within two years of its opening. All ser- 
vices had been discontinued by April 30, 1895. Ser- 
vices resumed on the Camberwell-Ashburton section 
in 1898 and Riversdale-Deepdene in 1900 with a new 
station opened at East Camberwell. Services never 
resumed to Fairfield Park. Economy workings included 
use of Rowan steam cars and later the ‘‘Deepdene 
Dasher”’ utilising 2-4-0 motor type steam locos with 
American end-platform carriages. These trains were 
operated by a driver without a fireman. Later, single 
ended AEC railmotors were used. Gradual closures of 
sections were made until now the surviving Outer Cir- 
cle Railway comprises Riversdale-Alamein and APM 
sidings at Fairfield. With the planting of a Rural Forest, 
the OCR has finally been scrubbed. (POT) 
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Traffic 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Hot food may return: Hot food facilities may soon be 
restored on the Warrnambool to Melbourne railway 
service. Hot food has not been available on the trains 
since microwave ovens were removed from the buffet 
cars in February. V/Line removed at least 60 
microwave ovens from country trains following reports 
of dangerous faults in the machines. A V/Line spokes- 
man recently said the ovens had been replaced on a 
trial basis on the Gippsland line, and probably would 
be replaced on the Warrnambool line soon. 

The ovens were removed after members of the 
Australian Railways Union and the Electrical Trades 
Union complained about faults including radiation 
leaks, broken safety catches and faulty timing devices. 
Staff feared they could be burnt by the ovens. Only 
cold food has been available in the buffet cars since the 
ovens were removed. (WDSRS) 


Warrnambool line sightings: 

Thurs.7.6: No.8265 B67, 34BE, 205BRS, 10BS, 15AS, 
33CE, D343. Spencer St platform 4 depart 6.02 pm, 
Geelong 7.04-7.08, Winchelsea 7.39-7.40, Bir- 
regurra 7.55-7.56, Colac 8.11-8.16, Camperdown 
8.46-8.50, Terang 9.00-9.08, Warrnambool arrive 
9.40 pm (20 minutes late). 

Thurs.14.6: No.8256 Pass. B83, 54ACN, 52BRN, 
IBN, D342. Warrnambool depart 12.26 pm, Terang 
12.57-12.58, Camperdown 1.12-1.14, Colac 1.41- 
1.444, Winchelsea 2.13-2.14 (cross T385 No.8235 
pass.), Geelong 2.41-2.44, Spencer St platform 7 
arrive 3.48 pm (8 minutes late). 

Fri.15.6: No.8265 pass. B63, 34BE, 205BS, 10BRS, 
1SAS, 33CE. Spencer St platform 4 depart 6.00 pm, 
Geelong 6.56-7.05 (T1357 No.8286 pass. arrive 7.03 
pm), Winchelsea 7.34-7.35, Birregurra 7.49-7.50, 
Colac 8.05-8.08, Camperdown 8.37-8.40, Terang 
7 a Warrnambool arrive 9.27 pm (7 minutes 
late). 


Wed.20.6: No.8236 pass. X37, 33CE, 15AS, 10BRS, | 
205BS, 34BE. Warrnambool depart 6.40 am Terang | 
7.13-7.13%, Camperdown 7.29-7.30, Colac 7.59/ © 
8.00, Birregurra 8.14%4-8.144, Winchelsea 8.28- 
8.29, Geelong 8.57-8.59, Spencer St platform 4 
arrive 9.57 am (1 minute late). 


Wed.20.6: No.8265 pass. B72, 34BE, 205BS, 10BRS, 
15AS, 33CE. Spencer St platform 4 depart 6.01 pm, 
Geelong 6.56-7.01, Winchelsea 7.29-7.29'2, Bir- 
regurra 7.44'%4-7.441, Colac 7.58-8.02, Camperdown 
8.30-8.31, Terang 8.46-8.47, Warrnambool arrive 
9.17 pm (3 minutes early). 

Wed.4.7: No.8236 pass. B74, D327, 33CE, 15AS, 
222BRS, 205BS, 34BE. Warrnambool depart 6.40 
am, Terang 7.14-7.15, Camperdown 7.31-7.32, 
Colac 8.00-8.01, Birregurra 8.15-8.15'4, Winchelsea 
8.30-8.30'%, Geelong 8.59-9.01, spencer St platform 
4 arrive 10.06 am (10 minutes late). 

Wed.4.7: No.8265 pass. B84, 34BE, 205BS, 222BRS, 
ISAS, 33CE, D327. Spencer St platform 4 depart 
6.01 pm, Geelong 6.59-7.04 (T1323 No.8286 pass. 
arrive 7.03), Winchelsea 7.33-7.34, Birregurra 7.48- 
7.49, Colac 8.03-8.07, Camperdown 8.35-8.39, 
Terang 8.53-8.55, Warrnambool arrive 9.25 pm (5 
minutes late). 


Sun.8.7: No.8280 pass. B65, B69, 45ACN, 43BRN, 
10BN, 9ACN, 47BRN, 8BN. Warrnambool depart 
5.00 pm, Terang 5.29-5.32, Camperdown 5.46-5.49, 
Colac 6.15-6.18, Birregurra 6.30-6.31, Winchelsea 
6.44-6.45, Geelong 7.12-7.23, Spencer St platform 4 
arrive 8.12 pm. (8 minutes early). 


Wed.11.7: No.8265 pass. B61, 34BE, 205BS, 222BRS, 
206AS, 33CE, D327. Spencer St platform 4 depart 
6.01 pm, Geelong 7.00-7.05 (T349 No.8286 pass.), 
Winchelsea 7.33-7.34, Birregurra 7.4914-7.49%, 
Colac 8.04-8.07, Camperdown 8.35-8.38, Terang 
8.52-8.53, Warrnambool arrive 9.23 pm. (3 minutes 
late). (WDSRS) 


1377 approaches Allendale with the Down Allendale goods on Wed.16.5.84. (Frank Strik) 


Depot visits: Geelong 

Sat.16.6: B63, 72, H1, 5, T322, 324, 333, 346, 347, 
349, 356, 359, 363, 387, 388, 402, X36, Y127, 128, 
129, 130, 131, 133, 134, 142, W241 and 244. 

Sun.1.7: BL26 Bob Hawke, A73, B84, H1, 3, T7321, 
333, 342, 343, 359, 360, 361, 373, 378, 379, 398, 
412, 413, S310, W241, 244, Y128, 129, 131, 133, 
134 and 142. (BD) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


- Ten Engines at Clunes: On Tues.12.6 Down wheat 
train of VHGYs arrived Clunes No.2 road at 12 25 
with locos B69, T324, T343, T398, T325 and T339. At 
12 40, an Up wheat arrived No.1 road with 68=72 and 
locos X36, B65, T391 and T335. This made a total of 
~ ten locos at Clunes all told. (PJ) 


Jets via Geelong: 

Tues.29.5: X47, 966, Down. 

Wed.30.5: Double cab 930 class, flat end first and final 
series X class, Down. 

Fri.1.6: X49, 958, Down. 

Fri.8.6: 933, 935, Down steel. 

Sun.10.6: two Cs, Up. C502, C510, X52 and 966, Up. 

Thurs.14.6: BL31, Down. C504, Down steel. 

Thurs.21.6: C501 and X52, Up. 

Sun.24.6: BL31, BL26, C509 and X51, Up. X52, 939 
and C507, Up. 

Wed.27.6: BL31, Up. 

Many others have also passed through, at least one vir- 

tually every day, (except Sat.), but either I have not 

seen them, or they’ve been lone Cs. (PD) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


_ Timetable change: From May 20th a slight timetable 
| alteration became effective for the Up pass. 8038 


Ballarat station sightings: 


which is now leaving Swan Hill five minutes earlier at 
06 35. However the departure time from Bendigo 
remains at 09 00. Just what the reason for the change 
this correspondent, has no idea, as having travelled 
many times on this train, the only late arrival at Eag- 
lehawk has been with the revised timetable. 

On Wednesday, June 27th the writer made a day 
return trip from Swan Hill to Melbourne so the oppor- 
tunity was taken to check out the revised timetable. 
The consist was X38, 17CW, 7AZ, 224BRS, 3BZ, 
204BS and departure was on time at 06 35. T406 was 
crossed with the Down goods at Kerang where the 
departure was on time at 7.21. At Pyramid T399 was 
on the Jrain of Knowledge which was on its way to 
Swan Hill. Departure from Pyramid was one min. late, 
the same for Dingee then a signal check at Eaglehawk 
meant the train stopping in the platform at 8.45 which 
is three min. after scheduled departure time. Arrival at 
Bendigo was four min. late. There was a rush for the 
refreshment room as 224BRS was not able to provide 
refreshment due to the inability of staff at Swan Hill to 
start the car’s diesel generator set. Staff at Bendigo 
could do no better before turning their attention to the 
airconditioning in 7AZ which Swan Hill had reported 
as being faulty, however by the time Bendigo was 
reached some suggestion of warmth was noted. Some 
passengers had complained to the conductor about the 
airconditioning in 7AZ, particularly a couple who had 
made the Down journey in an N set the previous Sun- 
day. 

Departure from Bendigo was two min. late and this 
was the case at both stops before Spencer St where the 
arrival in No.1 platform rather than the usual No.2 was 
at 11.07. An on time arrival would have been possible 
without signal checks in Melbourne yard. Passenger 
loading was quite good building up to 125 after Castle- 
maine where X42 on Down pass. 8009 was noted as 
was a Tulloch railcar and trailer at Kyneton. 


A reader has supplied Newsrail with some observations between the hours 20 00 and 23 30, on Thurs.19.7. 


Locos Working Arr. Dep. Road Remarks 
$305 Down Dimboola pass. ? 2000 1 
C507 Down Jet 2003 2009 1 
Y151 Down Ararat roadside goods, 5=9 — 2018 3 
B81-T398-T352 Up Maryborough goods, 57=59 2 2035 4 
B80 Down Fruit Flier, 14=28 2030 2031 1 
X36-T323-T368 Up Dunolly goods, 25=49 2042 2145 4 24 VHGY-CP van. 
Y154 Yard pilot 20 52 — — Yard pilot arrived and stabled in car shed area. 
_ BTS Down Ballarat pass. 2147 — 1  33BE-18BE-8AW-SAW-20VVCP-N set No.5 
| 7375 Up Maryborough goods, 20=21 21 49 — 4 G-VBBY-B-16GY-ZL 
| T375 Up light engine — 2150 4. To Ballarat East Loco. 
B75 Up light engine — 2204 2. To Ballarat East Loco. 
X36 Down light engine 22 29 — 1. From Warrenheip (X36 banked earlier Up 
goods). 
Y118 Up Maryborough goods, 15=19 22 42 — 4 G-VOWA-GY-G-VOCX-VTQ-7GH-VPCX-ZL 
T393 Down Dunolly goods, 25=49 22 46 — 1 Arrived at A Box at 22 46. At 22 51 proceeded 
slowly up No.1 road and coupled onto X36 at 
Down end of station. 24VHGY-CP van. 
X36-T393 Down Dunolly goods, 25=49 — 2311 1 
X32-T413-T335 Up Dunolly goods, 23=45 2310 2314 4 22 VHGY-CP van. 
T375 Down light engine 23 12 2? 2. From Ballarat East Loco. 


Notes: N set 18 in carriage shed. Overland and Vinelander both delayed due to a Down Jet stalling on the Ingliston Bank. 


Overland was still at Bacchus Marsh at 23 30. 
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(FJS) 


20d 


Above: A Down Comeng set awaits departure from Gardiner 
at 06 48 on Wed.15.6.83. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


Below: An Up Lalor Tait set comes out into the sun at 
Jolimont in January 1984. The two different types of sleepers 
were put down for testing the Underground. (Paul Jordan) 


EI 
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Above: An Up Long Island goods waits at Caulfield for the evening peak to finish as an Up Frankston Harris set 
runs by. 


Below: “Fast Parcels” 13CM arrives at Gardiner on the Up in May 1984. (Both photos Paul Jordan) 
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For the evening return trip it was found that B72 
headed the same consist which was found in platform 
No.1 rather than the usual No.3 The generator set on 
the BRS was operational as was the airconditioning in 
TAZ. A walk through the train just before departure 
time indicated very few if any unoccupied seats. Depar- 
ture was on time and the train made its usual brisk run 
to Kyneton and on to Castlemaine where, after pulling 
out of the platform on time the train stopped in the 
yards and the conductor advised over the public 
address system that 20 minutes delay could be 
expected as a goods train was still in the section ahead. 

However the delay was only 15 minutes and arrival 
at Bendigo was at 20 02 which is 7 min. after scheduled 
departure time. After the five minute stop the train left 
Bendigo only 12 min. late which meant 3 minutes had 
been picked up on the run in from Castlemaine. 
Another 4 minutes were gained as the arrival at Swan 
Hill was only 7 late. 

In fairness one must comment on the cleanliness of 
this consist at both the Swan Hill and Melbourne ends, 
the interiors were immaculate, the exteriors, except for 
the windows were very grimy, it would have been a 
long time since this consist had been through a car 
wash. As mentioned earlier, the airconditioning could 
not cope with the extreme cold on this morning, in the 
evening which was just as cold when it was working 
quite well. Apparently the airconditioning in these cars 
cannot cope after being turned off overnight; these 
units are still powered by batteries. Perhaps thought 
should be given to use of the a.c. power input sockets 
on the Z cars to keep the systems operational during 
stop overs. There have been quite a lot of adverse 
comment on the inability of the Z cars airconditioning 
not coping with cold weather, particularly on the Up 
trains. (AF) 


Echuca’s new tower: Echuca’s historic railway station, 
recently classified by the National Trust, has been 
included in a direct communications network with train 
controllers in Bendigo. The station’s inclusion became 
noticeable when railway technicians put up a gleaming 
15 metre tower on the building’s east side as a com- 
munication-relay device. The system allows direct 
communication between train controllers at Bendigo 
and loco crews operating in the area. (FS) 


Wider variety of locos: As reported earlier (see April 
Newsrail) the Swan Hill turntable was recommissioned 
on 16.2. This must have made the task of the persons 
responsible for rostering engines easier as the Swan 
Hill passenger service can be run with single S class and ~ 
late series X locomotives as since the turntable came 
into use these classes are used quite frequently. Since 
early July, A77 and A85 have frequently ran the ser- 
vice. T class engines have also been turned as some 
crews seem to prefer running short end leading. 


Another change in regular working into Swan Hill 
over recent months has been the use of Y class engines 
on revenue trains. For many years this class was only 
seen on the weed spraying train and other non revenue 
trains. Y class are frequently used double heading with 
oe Y or more frequently T class on goods trains. 

AF 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Traffic notes at Wangaratta: 

Thurs.31.5: 8334 pass. hauled by A71, consist CD-AZ- 
BRS-BZ-BS. 

Sun.3.6: 8343 pass. $307-213BS-6BZ-228BRS-8AZ- 
13CE. 


An endangered species? F211 waiting for the morning and its next turn of duty. Geelong Loco, 30.12.83 (John 


| 


Dennis) 


NEWSRAIL 


Mon.4.6: 8334 pass. B79-15CE-7AZ-224BRS-7BZ-BS. 
Fri.8.6: 8321 pass. hauled by A77, returned with 8310 
pass. on 9.6. 
Fri.8.6: 8641 Spirit of Progress hauled by 42207. 3 stops 
Wangaratta (2 for passengers and 1 van goods). 
Sat.9.6: 8305 pass. B64-X37-23BN-35BRN-36ACN- 
2BS-5BZ-227BRS-5AZ-CD3. Up standard gauge 
goods through Alumatta Loop at 2 15 pm hauled by 
42219-42206-GM24. 

Sat.16.6: 8305 pass. B64-213BS-1BG-226BRS-2BZ- 
CD7. 


Fri.22.6: 8641 Spirit of Progress hauled by 42211. 
Sat.23.6: 8305 pass. B65-2BS-5BZ-229BRS-4AZ-CD3. 
Mon.25.6: 8310 pass. hauled by S311. 

Fri.29.6: 8652 Jntercapital Daylight hauled by 42214 
crossed L252 on Down goods at Alumatta Loop. 
ee 8305 pass. B61-12BS-4BZ-225BRS-6AZ- 
— Sun.1.7: 8641 Spirit of Progress hauled by 42211. 
Wangaratta standard gauge platform 21 45-21 47. 
Mon.2.7: 8334 pass. X37-D349-13CE-8AZ-228BRS- 

6AZ-BS. 

Wed.4.7: 8321 pass. 
270BZ-CD7. 

Fri.6.7: 8641 Spirit of Progress hauled by GM24, trail- 
ing van MHY2603 in SRA colours. Wangaratta stan- 
dard gauge platform 22 15-22 17. 8331 pass. B6l- 
1BN-52BRN-54ACN Wangaratta 22 19-22 20. 

Sat.7.7: 8305 pass. A71-1BG-213BS-227BRS-270BZ- 
CD7. Return with 8332 pass. 7.7. Reverse 8305 con- 
sist. 

| Sat.7.7: 8652 Intercapital Daylight hauled by GM27, 

cross GM23 on Down goods, Alumatta Loop 


S305-1BG-213BS-227BRS- 


Myrtleford report: Goods trains ran to Myrtleford on 
the following days during the period Mon.25.6 until 
Mon.30.7. 

Mon.25.6: Down arrived — 1390, GY, VLCX, 
VBAX, 2ABAA, VBBX, ALGX, 2VLCX, VBBX, 
CP1. Up departed — T390, ALCX, ALEX, ALHX, 

| NLCX, ALPY, ALGX, 3VLCX, CPI. 

Tues.26.6: Down arrived — T320, ALGX, ABAA, 
ALCX, NLGX, 2ALPY, ABAA, VBAY, 2ALFY, 
ABAA, ALPY, VBAY, VLBY, ALPY, ZLP. Up 
departed — T320, 4VLCX, ALGX, VLCX, 2VLBY, 
VBBX, VLCX, ZLP. 


Wed.27.6: Down arrived — T382, 3GY, ZLP. Up 
departed — T382, ALPY, VLBY, VBAY, VLCX, 
ALGX, VBBX, 2ABAA, VBAX, VLCX, ZLP. 

Thurs.28.6: Down arrived — T378, Y170, G, ZLP. Up 
departed — Y170, T378, SGY, G GY, G, ABAA, 
ALGX, ALPY, ABAA, 2ALFY, VBAY, ABAA, 
2ALPY, NLGX, ALCX, ZLP. 

Tues.17.7: Down arrived — T341, Y111, 2GY, VLBY, 
6VLCX, VBBX, VLCX, VBAY, VLCX, 2VLBY, 
VLCX, VBBX, VLCX, VLBY, NLGX, ABAA, 
ALPY, 2ALFY, VVBP61. Up departed — Y111, 
341, 3GY, VVBP61. 

Fri.20.7: Down arrived — 1338, Y172, VBAX, 
2VLCX, VBAX, 2VLCX, ALGX, VBBX, VLBY, 
VLCX, VBAY, VLBY, VBAX, 2VLCX, VVBP61. 
Up departed — 17338, Y172, ABAA, NLGX, 
VLBY, VLCX, VBBX, VLCX, 2VLBY, VLCX, 
VBAY, VLCX, VBBX, 5VLCX, VVBP61. 

Mon.23.7: 7359, 4VLEX, 4VLCX, CP11. Up departed 
— T7359, VBAX, VLBY, VBAY, VLCX, VLBY, 
2ALFY, ALPY, 2VLCX, CP11. 

Tues.24.7: Down arrived — Y169, VBAX, VBBX, 
VBAY, 2VLCX, CP14. Up departed — Y169, 
VBBX, ALGX, 2VLCX, VBAX, 2VLCX, CP14. 

Wed.25.7: Down arrived — Y169, T387, 3VLCX, 
CP14. Up departed — T387, Y169, VBAX, VLCX, 
VLBY, 4VLCX, 4VLEX, 2VLCX, CP14. 

Thurs.26.7: Down arrived — Y172, CP31. Up departed 
— Y172, 2GY, 2VLCX, VBAY, VBBX, VBAX, 
VLCX, CP31. (IM) 


EASTERN LINES 


Sale becomes a Freight Centre: Sale will become the 
offloading point for heavy rail freight for Bairnsdale. 
All freight weighing more than 50 kg will be delivered 
by road to Bairnsdale. Lighter freight will still be car- 
ried by rail. Sale will become a key freight gate, with 
Bairnsdale being downgraded to a ‘‘parcels location’’ 
by V/Line. This means parcels under 50 kg will be car- 
ried by passenger rail. Wagon load consignments of rail 
freight will continue to be delivered to Bairnsdale when 
required. (PM) 


DRC43 assisted by 55RM cross the Maribyrnong River at 
South Kensington with the 08 O05 Down Kyneton on 
Fri.30.3.84. On arrival at Sunbury, 55 and its trailer cut off 
and return to Melbourne at 09 05. (John Dare) 
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Works 


Bungaree Loop: Earthworks for this new crossing loop 
located between old Wallace and Bungaree stations are 
nearing completion. The main line turnouts were 
installed on Sun.24.7. (WAD) 


Ringwood - Croydon duplication — open at last: 
After at least two decades of intrigue the few 
kilometres of railway between Ringwood and Croydon 
was finally opened for double line operation on 
Mon.2.6.84. Some hardy commuters who have spent a 
lifetime suffering from the inadequacies of the single 
line have been forced to grin-and-bear-it when history 
shows that the new Alice Springs railway of considera- 
ble more length was built in much less time than this 
busy eastern suburban section. (POT) 


Minor works: Wangaratta: In early June lock on/off 
Haynes derails were installed on No.5 Road (goods 
shed road), at the Up end near the Freight Centre 
office and at the Down end of the goods platform. 
Work commenced on rebuilding/renovating the 
Wangaratta Booking Office/Waiting Room area on 
Mon.2.7. Work is being carried out by local builder W 
A Parnell. Work has also commenced on remodelling 
the Wodonga Booking Office area. (DMG) 


Tenders: The following tenders have been called for 

by V/Line: 

The collection, carriage and delivery of goods and par- 
cels between Maryborough Freight Centre and the 
town of Maryborough. 

The supply of EMD spares — 10 cores, radiator, water 
4" part no. 3129239. (IBB) 


Altona - Laverton line: An inspection of the new 
Altona - Laverton line on Sun.24.7 showed the follow- 
ing with regard to the construction works. 

Ballast laid out for single track formation from Altona 
Station to just short of Grieve Pde. Rails laid out 
alongside this ballast. Tracklaying using concrete 
sleepers had commenced about 200 m down from 
Altona station platform, and ended about 100m 
from Grieve Pde. 


From Grieve Pde to the junction with the Geelong — 


line, earthworks are virtually complete up to sub- 
ballast level. No works have yet been carried out for 
the two level-crossings that will be required. 

At Westona, the site of the only new station, an island 
platform has been completed with earth fill. Founda- 
tion work for the future buildings have been com- 
menced. Westona station is sited to the east of 
Maidstone St which is used by bus route 412. A 
substation is under construction about 200 m west 
of Maidstone St. 

At the junction with the Geelong line, a large culvert is 
nearing completion and the turnout for the 
‘‘branch”’ off the East line has been assembled adja- 
cent to the formation. 

Earthworks appear to be sufficient to allow for a double 
line between Laverton and Westona. Between 
Westona and Altona, the earthworks only allow for a 
single line, although a double track would be possi- 
ble between Westona and Hancock St. From Han- 
cock St to Altona Station, the distance between Rail- 
way Sts Nth and Sth only allows for a single line. 

Scaled from a Melways Street Directory, the line is 
about 4.1 km long. (WAD) 


Hawthorn station to be renovated: The State Govern- 
ment has given approval for the MTA to undertake a 
$300,000 facelift of Hawthorn railway station. The 
weatherboard building, which was built in 1861, will be 
painted in traditional Victorian colours and the waiting 
room is to be repanelled with diagonal panelling. The 
old canopies over the station’s windows which came 
originally from Flinders St station, are to be re-clad. 
Extensive landscaping will be carried out around the 
building. (PC) 


Crane scrapped: V/Line is removing the four ton 
electric crane once often used to lift goods out of trains 
at Kyabram. Because of minimal use in recent years 
the crane deteriorated, and has been withdrawn from 
service. V/Line has told Kyabram Council the crane 
has become a safety hazard, is unlikely to be needed 
much, and would be too expensive to repair. (MT) 


The new car park at Box Hill during the massive reconstruction going on there. April 1984. (Paul Jordan) 


Damaged T class: The recent spate of crashes has 
claimed another T class loco. On Mon.28.5, I noted 
T367 at Dynon, with long-end damage similar to that 
of T410, (see May Newsrail), but without the bent 
underframe. The hood is pushed well back, the steps 
are crushed, but overall, the loco seems to be better off 
than T410 and 411. (PD) 


Derailed Spark: On 23.6, No.8320, 1605, Up 
Seymour (DRC43) was terminated at Essendon due to 
a silver suburban derailing just outside North 
Melbourne station. Passengers from the DRC, had to 
transfer to a normal spark which was a Tait. Some 
other country trains were held up and as a result ran 
through to Flinders St using the Spencer St suburban 
platforms. One such train was B72 on a twin N set 
Geelong train which used platform 11 at Spencer St 
before continuing to Flinders St. (DR) 


Jet failure: At about daybreak on Saturday morning, 
9th June, an Up Jet hauled by C501 became a com- 
plete failure in the Bank Box — Bacchus Marsh sec- 
tion. T327 and X40 were despatched from Dynon to 
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X41 on a Down ballast train near Mont Albert on Sun.6.5.84. (Ken Williams) 


Delays, Derailments, etc. 


rescue the train, passing through Bacchus Marsh at 
08 15. These locos returned with the train at 09 12. 
This allowed a ‘‘traffic-jam”’ of trains waiting at Bank 
Box, on both the main line and loop, to proceed. At 
Bank Box, 8118 Up Ballarat pass. ran through another 
Up Jet, with C509 in charge. This Jet followed the pass. 
and was in turn followed by another goods hauled by 
T1354. The Overland was diverted to run via North 
Geelong and arrived at Spencer St at about 09 30. 
Trains on the Western line felt the delays for the rest of 
the day. (Dr GAL) 


RT off the rails: At 05 40 on 3.7, 32BE which was car 
D for the .06 35 Up Swan Hill - Melbourne pass. was 
derailed while the train was setting back for a brake 
test. The rear of the car was forced sideways when it 
made contact with 32RT which was standing in No.2 
road but in such a position that it fouled the main line. 
The rear bogie of the BE jumped the tracks and the 
tractor was completely derailed. The BE was rerailed by 
mid afternoon and left Swan Hill on a Down goods late 
in the afternoon. After track repairs the tractor was 
rerailed. (AF) 
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Rollingstock 


New passenger sets: 251 ACZ is now running, as is the 
final BRS, No.229. On Thurs.21.6, at Dynon were cars 
125BCH, 145BH, 165BTH-set SH25. On Thurs.28.6, 
P12 (long end first), arrived at Spencer St with 
122BCH, 142BH, 162BTH (Set SH22). If and when 


Sydney services are run by XPT sets, the Spirit of 


Progress cars will, we hope, be returned to broad 
gauge, converted back to S and Z cars, thus allowing 13 
Z sets instead of 8. (PD) 


Rebuilt locos: On Mon.2.6, A73 ran the 07 55 Down 
Albury. On Wed.6,6, it arrived at Spencer St at 16 35 
with Norman, N18 and van, then coupled to the CD3 
set for the 1740 Down Albury. On Fri.8.6, A71 
arrived with several wooden cars. On Tues.12.6, A73 
on 07 55 Down Albury, while on Wed.13.6, it was new 
A85, B79 and N16, 09 50 Down Bendigo, A77 on the 
17 40 Albury. Thurs.14.6, A73, 0755 Down Albury, 
again on Mon.18.6. On Thurs.21.6, all four A class and 
both P class were at Dynon — A71, 73, 77, 85, Pll 
and 12. On Thurs.28.6, P12 arrived at Spencer St with 
set SH22. Another B is at Newport being stripped for 
rebuild, while at Dynon on Thurs.21.6, T327 was being 
dismantled. On Fri.29.6, T353 (V/Line) arrived at 
Spencer St with set SH22, while P12 hauled in 19CE 
set, most unusual. (PD) 


Loco overhauls: C503 emerged from Newport shops 
on Tues.19.6 (still blue), and underwent a steam-clean 
prior to repaint, so it will be a few months yet before 
we see an orange C. Meanwhile, on Thurs.21.6, X50 
was being painted at Dynon, the roof and hoods were 
complete, apart from large side logos, both noses are 
complete with logos, cab sides, walkways, valances and 
cowcatchers were either white, or old blue/black; the 
engine should be ready shortly. On the same day, X49 
was also in with its engine removed for repair. Y165 is 
the latest orange loco. C506, which was in for under- 
frame repairs in late May, is running again, and on 
Thurs.21.6, C510 was undergoing the treatment. (PD) 


Dynon Loco: A recent visit to Dynon Loco on 

Thurs.21.6, produced the following loco observations: 

Standard gauge: 42207, GM27, Y101, GM24, Y115, 
L253, GM23. 

Broad gauge turntable: Y102, A71, S317 (all V/Line). 

In sheds: X49, (engine out), T327 being stripped, A85, 
B74, L1156 (repairs — nose tops off), T405, $311, 
Bo4, B81, X50 (overhaul), C510 (no bogies, under- 
frame repairs). 

Locos outside: Pll, P12 (coupled), C507, A73 
(coupled, while F208 strained to shunt Y139, C504, 
A77 and T394. (PD) 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 


Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


Loco cabs: A wagon shunted over the Hump or 
Wed.6.6, contained two loco cabs complete sides, ends 
and roof — destined for the rolled T411 at Newport, o1 
for P class rebuilds at Somerton? (PD) 


B61: B61, on freight ‘‘slave’’ bogies at Dynon or 
Mon.28.5, normal bogies were under repair, but bj 
Fri.15.6, it was back in action, radio-equipped! (PD) 


Stencilled vehicle sightings: 

RY1369R ‘Direct traffic between reclamation depot 
Spotswood and Ballarat Workshops’ — noted empty 
at Wangaratta Thurs.31.5. When at Alumatta on 
Tues.19.6, was loaded with briquettes, and empty ai 
Benalla on Sun.24.6, consigned to Morwell Briquette 
Siding. 

G16866: ‘Timber traffic only return promptly to 
Kerang’ noted at Alumatta on Sat.9.6, awaiting 
unloading of contents — briquettes a/c Bruck. 

G16947W ‘Timber traffic only return promptly to 
Kerang’ noted at Benalla Sun.17.6. 

VPCX133 which was involved in standard gauge 
derailment at Violet Town, noted on dead end siding 
Up end of goods shed, Sun.24.6. One standard 
gauge bogie XSC40 and all discharge gear (pipes/ 
valves) noted alongside the damaged VPCX which 
was supported by broad gauge bogies SC15678 and 
XC3176. (DMG) 


B class rebuilds: At the moment there are five A class 
in service, Nos. 62, 71, 73, 77 and 85. No.60 is the next 
to leave Adelaide leaving 66, 70, 78, 79 and 81 to be 
finished. Orange 81 was sent recently. The rest of the B 
class will be replaced by the N class as they are built. 
Therefore current orders and rebuilds will see the fleet 
as 11A, 15B, 10C, 15G, 5H, 25L, 25N, 13P, 16S, 81T, 
24X and 75Y. The E, F, V and W class are not 
included, the list is before any withdrawals are taken 
into account. (BE) 


Missing 25AE: Has anybody seen 25AE lately? Yes, 
on the back of a truck, less bogies; passing through 
Shepparton on Mon.2.6, at approximately 12 30. The 
carriage was heading towards Maleny (Queensland) 
for personal living quarters, and was sold for roughly, 
$100, and transport costs? that’s a different story, 
$3,000. (MT) 


Opposite above: DRC41 departs Broadford on the Up 16 05 
Seymour - Melbourne service on Sat.21.1.84. (Harry Williams) 


Opposite below: V56 hauls a Harris set through the wash 


plant at Jolimont as an M-D Tait set rests in the sun, 
Mon.9.4.84 (Paul Jordan) 


- 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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Taildisc 


Slow death for Serviceton: Three kilometres inside 
the Victorian/South Australian border, Serviceton was 
a thriving railway town at the turn of the century. Serv- 
ing as a link between Victoria and SA, which in pre- 
Federation days were virtually separate countries, it 
became a very important railway town in Australia. 
Tariff barriers separated each Australian colony and 
passengers and freight were required to undergo 
Customs inspections. The station at Serviceton, a mag- 
nificent three-storey building, houses a row of prison 
cells which, a century ago, were filled with prisoners 
awaiting deportation across the border. 

But in the 1950s, with the encroachment of the 
motor car and technology. Serviceton’s fate was sealed. 
As the emphasis on the railways lessened, the workers 
in the town began to pack up and move out. Recently, 
the death-knell for the town was virtually sounded with 
the introduction of automatic signalling, replacing the 
time-honored job of the signalman. 

As yet, the future of the station is not known. The 
locals are still waiting for news from the State Govern- 
ment. The station was built on a large scale. Named 
after James Service, a Victorian Premier in the 1880s, 
the building was the only place where you could buy a 
drink. No longer. 

The station has been classified by the National Trust 
and locals hope to convert it into a museum to attract 
business back into town. But that is in the future. They 
have a motto which says you take things day by day, 
and for Serviceton, that motto is indeed apt. (IBB) 


Working party to lift railway exports: The Federal 
Government has established an Industry Government 
Working Party aimed at lifting the export performance 
of the railway industry. By doing so, the Trade Depart- 
ment has recently appointed a full-time expert to 
increase export opportunities. 

As an initial step, the officer appointed will meet all 
of the companies in the industry, as well as railway 
authorities and other interested parties. Although total 
world trade in railway equipment has remained fairly 
steady in recent years, the working party has identified 
several promising markets. These markets, mostly in 
the South-East Asian region, have planned rail 
developments worth more than $3 billion. 

It is heartening to see Australian railway sector com- 
panies have already achieved considerable success in 
export. One company which produces rail locking clips, 
exported two-thirds of its production in 1983, worth 
$15 million. A major Australian construction company 
has won three track rehabilitation contracts overseas 
worth nearly $15 million. 

In the recent New Zealand North Island electrifica- 
tion project, Australian companies overcame fierce 
international competition to win contracts for overhead 
traction and signalling components of the project. 
Several years ago a major locomotive manufacturer 
was awarded a $100 million contract in New Zealand 
for the refurbishment of diesel electric locomotives. 

While individual companies and authorities have 
recorded success, the industry’s overall export perfor- 
mance had been very modest. The industry has 
definite competitive advantages in certain areas, such 
as long haul heavy track railway systems, specialist roll- 
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ing stock, software and systems designs and railway | 
management. (FS) 


Interstate pass. figures up: Interstate travellers are 
back on the rails, according to V/Line. Patronage dur- © 
ing April and May was 2.6 per cent higher than for the © 
same time last year. The massive slide of recent years © 
appears to have been reversed, and V/Line officials are 
confident more people will use railways to travel inters- _ 
tate. (IBB) 


TTA appointment: The secretary of the Train Tra- 

vellers Association recently described his appointment 
to the Melbourne Transit Authority’s Board of 
Management as a welcome but belated move. Mr Ken 
McIntyre said the association had continuously 
demanded that train travellers be represented on the 

board of management. (IBB) | 


Museum railway for Northern Territory ?: Following | 
a public meeting held recently in Katherine, Northern 
Territory, a steering committee of an interim 
Katherine Railway Preservation Society was formed. 
The aim of the Society is to preserve a section of the 
disused North Australia Railway between Katherine 
and Mataranka as an operating Museum/Tourist 
Attraction. Further information can be obtained by 
writing to The Publicity Officer, P.O. Box 61, Tennant 
Creek, N.T. 5760. (AJC) 


Last month’s answer: Edom station was opened in 
1878 on the Melbourne - Williamstown line. In 1881 it 
was renamed Spottiswoode and in 1905 it was changed 
to its present name, Spotswood. Note: Edom station 
was opened in 1878 and not on 20.11.1871 as printed 
in our last issue. 


This month’s question: While the Cudgewa line was 
open, Shelley was the highest station in Victoria. 
Where is the lowest platform in Victoria at the present 
time? 


O CONTINUED FORM PAGE 263 


In April, 1963, when the ATC was installed between 
Bacchus Marsh and Ballan with the remotely con- 
trolled loop at Bank Box, acceptance from Parwan was 
restricted only for Down goods trains which required a 
clear road as far as the Down departure signals. 

Earlier, I mentioned that I had seen only one WTT 
in which trains were scheduled to cross at Rowsley and 
this was, as you can guess, a special occasion. On 
Saturday, 27.10.1934, the Pilot Train preceding the 
Duke of Gloucester’s Royal Train was timed to meet 
the Up Dimboola passenger there. Rowsley was 
opened as a staff and ticket station, but what the special 
block rules were, when the passenger train met the 
Royal Train at Bacchus Marsh, I have yet to find out. 
After ninety odd years of running trains down the 
Bank — we cannot say without incident, but we can say 
without disaster — we recall firstly the politicians who 
built this vote-catching railway that didn’t reach the 
town anyway, and secondly maybe four generations of 
railwaymen who have brought thousands of trains 
down safely. 

A description of getting trains up the bank will have 
to keep for another time. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement and 
charges see p. 259. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Station nameplates: Large, Glenroy and West Foot- 
scray. Phone 80 2994. 


Eighty New Zealand magazines, books and calendars, 
plus minor bits. $50 the lot — Cheaper than flying there! 
Roderick Smith, 836 4982, 6 pm - 7 pm. 


Guard’s hand lamp (kero), old Victorian Railways type. 
Excellent original condition, fully working with porcelain 
burner. $85. Phone 417 6571. 


HELP WANTED 


| The editors of Newsrail are always being asked why we 
do not print news, items, sightings and train movements 
that appear in other publications. The simple answer is 
that we did not notice them. We have to rely on people 
who did to bring them to our attention. While we have 
our few regular reporters, we are always looking for 
more. If you are one of the many people who are 
regularly seen making notes, let us know what you have 
seen so we can then record it for everyone to read. In 
order to maintain Newsrail as Victoria’s modern railway 
magazine, it is essential that we receive current and 
accurate reportings of railway happenings from around 
|| the state. Relevant newspaper clippings would also be 
| appreciated. Please forward them to our news editor; 84 
'| Holts Lane, Bacchus Marsh, 3340. 


POSITION 
VACANT 


Layout, Production and | 
Pictorial Editor of 


NEWSRAIL 


With the printing of the December 1984 
edition of Newsrail, the above position 


becomes vacant. We are looking for a 
keen person with a wide knowledge of 
railway workings and the motivation to 
maintain the magazine at its present 
standard. The position entails working 
with sub-editors, proof readers and the 
printer to meet the monthly deadline. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 


The Secretary, ARHS 
P.O. Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 
3001 
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The 
Railfan 
Shop 


PHOTOGRAPHS e@ BADGES 


MAGAZINES e SLIDES 


RECORDS e BOOKS 
SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


WS ENGINE SRaD 


r 
I 

I 

I MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
I 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 

] Phone: (03) 890 7027 

l Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
| Saturday 9 a.m. to noon 

t 
s 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 


I 

I 

| 

HOBBY CENTRE 

! 

I 

I CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


hh of iy 
TRAIN WORLD 
| 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


| 
: I 
for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
I 
! 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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PASSES 


PRICE REDUCTIONS FROM 
SEPTEMBER 1st, 1984 

14 Day Nationwide US$375.00 
21 Day Nationwide US$450.00 
30 Day Nationwide US$525.00 
14 Day North Eastern Region 

14 Day Western Region 

14 Day Eastern Region US$215 


SPECIAL OVERSEAS VISITOR FARES INCLUDE 
7 DAY FAR WEST PASS -— US$110. 


We have all the details, PLUS via Rail-Canada, 
Eurail and Britrail. For all your travel arrangements 
contact: 


CROYDON TRAVEL. CENTRE 


34 MAIN STREET, CROYDON VIC. 3136 
Telephone: (08) 725 4655 


Jet =: 
HEART 


§ P.O. BOX 1 
OUVENITS ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
TELEPHONE > 


(089) 52 3128 


New from 
RAILMAC 


HARRY WRIGHT’S RAILWAY ALBUM 
$2.95 24 pages 


A look at the ever changing rail scene through the 
camera of well-known NSW railwayman Harry 
Wright. Some interesting photos including C38’s 
and 36’s and others at work. 


RAILMAC PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 290, Elizabeth, South Australia, 5112 


(Send SAE envelope for free copy of our new 1984 catalogue) 


TODD STREET 
013 


WHITE OR CREAM king 
plus $1.50 pac 
and postage 
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SLOPPY JOES MEN’S SIZE 


CHILDREN’S SIZE. ... $10.00 
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Books, Posters, 
Postcards 
Boo R° also available. 
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